
Appendix B:  
A Constitution for  
a New Founding

Preamble
We stand at a threshold unlike any in human history.

For millennia, scarcity shaped human life. The need to survive 
forced people to build, to struggle, to create value for one another. 
That necessity, however harsh, forged character. It gave structure to 
days and meaning to effort. It bound generations together in a shared 
project of survival and progress.

Now, for many, abundance is becoming the norm rather than the 
exception. Technology and accumulated wealth are removing the exter-
nal pressures that once demanded growth. This is, in one sense, a 
triumph—the fulfillment of humanity’s long struggle against need. 
But it is also a crisis. When necessity disappears, so does the scaffold-
ing that shaped human development. Comfort replaces contribution. 
Consumption replaces creation. Drift replaces purpose. This is the 
wealth trap.

Some share a cynical outlook on humanity’s future in an age of 
abundance—an elitist perspective that sees most people as worthless 
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and meaningless, fit only for sedation and passive entertainment. We 
reject this vision entirely. We refuse to accept that human beings are 
problems to be managed rather than potential to be cultivated. We 
believe that every person is capable of creating value, of pursuing 
meaning, of contributing to something greater than themselves.

Therefore, as families committed to human flourishing across gen-
erations, we do hereby adopt this Constitution for a New Founding—a 
summary of the beliefs we hold, the commitments we make, and the 
civilization we intend to build.

Article I: Truths We Hold
We affirm these truths as the foundation upon which we build:

On Human Nature. Human beings are made to create. We are not 
passive consumers meant to be adrift in our own lives, but active agents 
capable of shaping the world. When we build, struggle, and contribute, 
we come alive. When we drift, consume, and extract, we wither.

On Wealth. True wealth is the capacity to create value for others. 
Financial capital is the by-product of human capital, never the reverse. 
Families who forget this nourish the symptoms of success while starv-
ing its sources.

On Meaning. Meaning cannot be inherited, purchased, or bestowed. 
It emerges when a person builds something they care about, receives 
honest feedback from the world, and knows their effort served others. 
Without this intersection, no amount of comfort can prevent the quiet 
corrosion of purposelessness.

On Struggle. Struggle is the prerequisite of flourishing. The question 
is not whether our children will struggle, but whether their struggle 
will be connected to meaning. Joyful struggle—difficulty in pursuit 
of something that matters—builds the character that comfort alone 
cannot produce.
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On Freedom and Responsibility. Freedom without responsibility 
dissolves into decadence. The purpose of wealth is not to insulate our 
children from consequence but to expand their capacity for contribu-
tion. True autonomy emerges when resources are understood as fuel 
for creation, not permission to drift.

On Generations. We are links in a chain stretching backward and 
forward through time. Society is a partnership between the dead, the 
living, and the yet unborn. We inherit obligations from those who 
sacrificed before us; we hold duties to descendants we will never meet. 
This multigenerational mindset is a source of meaning—connecting 
our small lives to something vast and enduring.

Article II: Commitments to Our Family
In light of these truths, we commit to building a family of builders, 
not beneficiaries:

We will cultivate human capital rather than protect financial capital. 
The character, capability, and creativity of our family members mat-
ter more than the preservation of assets. We will invest in developing 
people with the same intentionality we bring to creating wealth.

We will design environments for joyful struggle. We will not shield 
our children from all difficulty, nor will we manufacture misery. We 
will create conditions where meaningful challenges are available, where 
effort connects to outcome, and where growth is possible through 
experience rather than instruction alone.

We will build systems, not just hopes. Love is not enough. Good 
intentions are not enough. We will construct a family operating system—
rhythms of communication, shared language, rituals of connection, and 
structures of accountability—that transmits our values across generations.

We will model transformation, not just teach principles. Our children 
will learn more from watching us build than from hearing us lecture. 
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We commit to remaining builders ourselves so that self-actualization 
becomes contagious rather than theoretical.

We will raise creators, not consumers. We will measure success not 
by what our children accumulate but by what they contribute. We will 
celebrate the building of capability over the acquisition of credentials, 
the creation of value over the consumption of privilege.

We will think in generations. Our decisions will be informed not 
merely by what benefits our children, but by what strengthens our 
grandchildren’s grandchildren. We create a better present for ourselves 
by envisioning and working to build an exciting future for generations 
yet unborn.

Article III: Commitments to Our Resources
Understanding that financial capital is stored energy awaiting direc-
tion, we commit to deploying our resources in service of creation:

We will use wealth as fuel, not as insulation. Our resources exist 
to expand what our family can build, learn, and contribute—not to 
buffer our children from every discomfort or consequence. We will 
resist the temptation to solve with money what should be solved 
with growth.

We will invest in capability, not just comfort. We will fund experi-
ments, apprenticeships, ventures, and experiences that build human 
capital. We will measure the return on these investments not merely 
in financial terms but in the development of judgment, resilience, and 
the capacity to create value.

We will pursue meaningful consumption. We will not apologize for 
enjoying the fruits of our labor, but we will ensure that our consumption 
creates memory, connection, and growth rather than mere pleasure. 
We will ask of every significant expenditure: Does this strengthen 
who we are becoming?
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We will reject hoarding as false prudence. Capital that sits idle, 
accumulating without purpose, is energy wasted. We will maintain 
appropriate reserves for resilience and opportunity, but we will not 
mistake fear for wisdom. Stored energy must eventually flow, or it 
loses its capacity to do good.

We will give to build, not merely to relieve. Our philanthropy will 
address not only immediate needs but long-term civilizational chal-
lenges. We will invest in the infrastructure of human flourishing—the 
institutions, frameworks, and ideas that will equip generations yet 
unborn to find meaning in a world transformed by abundance. 
We measure philanthropic success not by dollars deployed but by 
capacity built.

Article IV: Commitments to Society
Recognizing that strong families are the foundation of strong societies, 
we commit to building beyond our own household:

We will raise citizens, not just heirs. Our children will understand 
that they are inheritors not only of family wealth but of a civilization 
built by countless generations of sacrifice and effort. They will be 
equipped to contribute to the common good, to build institutions, 
and to strengthen the communities in which they live.

We will build institutions that outlast us. We will invest in the medi-
ating structures of civil society—the organizations and communities 
that form human beings and transmit culture. We will not merely 
consume the benefits of these institutions but actively strengthen them 
for those who come after.

We will pioneer flourishing in abundance. We recognize that affluent 
families are experiencing now what broader society will soon face—
the challenge of finding meaning when necessity no longer compels 
it. We accept the responsibility to solve this equation, to develop 
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the models and practices that will help humanity thrive in an age of 
unprecedented plenty.

We will prove the cynics wrong. Against those who see the future 
as masses of purposeless people numbed by entertainment, we 
will demonstrate that human beings can flourish without external 
compulsion— that meaning can be cultivated, that builders can be 
raised, that creation is possible in any circumstance. Every family that 
gets this right becomes a proof point for civilization.

Article V: The Charge
This Constitution is not a document to be filed and forgotten. It is a 
declaration of who we are becoming and what we are building together.

We acknowledge that we will fall short. We will be tempted to drift 
toward comfort. We will make mistakes. We will sometimes forget what 
we have declared here. But we commit to returning, again and again, to 
these principles—to reading them aloud, to measuring ourselves against 
them, and to holding one another accountable to the vision we share.

We are not merely preserving wealth. We are building human 
capital—the skills, character, relationships, and wisdom that com-
pound across generations. We are not merely raising children. We 
are participating in the construction of culture and systems that will 
empower multiple generations of builders.

We are not merely building a family. We are founding something 
that can endure—a lineage of creators, a culture of contribution, a liv-
ing demonstration that abundance need not corrupt but can elevate.

This is our new founding moment. The prosperity paradox is real, 
but it is not a death sentence. The shirtsleeves-to-shirtsleeves cycle is 
common, but can be transcended. The future is not written. It will be 
built by those who choose to.

We so choose.


